
Why we’re uniting 

We are national, state, and local organizations – along with concerned neighbors in DC
and across the U.S. – uniting with Together for DC to defend DC’s dignity, autonomy,
and full democratic rights through statehood. 

The long history of disenfranchisement and the escalating attacks on DC’s autonomy
are unacceptable; no community should be treated as second-class or as a political
playground. No one should be forced to live under a democracy that is partial,
conditional, or easily overridden. And no Member of Congress should ignore how
undermining the self-governance of nearly 700,000 people is an attack on the promise
of democracy itself. 

For over 200 years, DC has been denied the full rights and representation that
democracy is supposed to guarantee. DC residents pay taxes, raise families, build
community, serve in the military, and sustain the nation’s capital – yet they are still
denied voting representation in Congress and remain vulnerable to federal limits and
interference in their local laws, budget, and priorities set by the will of their people.
Even worse, DC has served as a testing ground for anti-democratic overreach that has
already spread to other communities across the country. 

Tactics used to undermine DC autonomy – like congressional overrides, interfering
with the budget and policymaking, political scapegoating, military occupation, and
denial of equal rights – do not just harm DC residents. They create a broader playbook
for hollowing out democracy anywhere in the US. Therefore, a commitment to defend
DC’s autonomy is not a sideline issue or a symbolic cause. It is part of the larger fight to
expand the promise of democracy in this country in the face of unrelenting threats to
its very fabric.

Our Platform
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What we stand for

We stand together to ensure that the dignity of DC residents is respected. 
We recognize that the people of DC deserve the same rights, respect, and
representation as those afforded to other states. 

We stand together for autonomy and local control.
DC should have the freedom to govern itself, spend its own local tax dollars, pass its
own laws, and set its own priorities without congressional sabotage, paternalism, or
political interference. 

We stand together for full rights and statehood.
We reject DC’s second-class status and affirm that DC deserves nothing less than the
full rights of our democracy.  

We stand together for solidarity in action.
Our support for DC’s dignity and autonomy is not rhetorical. It is not abstract. We are
committed to speaking up, organizing, and using our political and economic power to
defend DC when its autonomy is attacked because we all have a stake in it. The fight to
end the onslaught of attacks on DC is our collective fight, not just DC residents’ 
fight alone. 
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What we demand from 
Members of Congress

We believe that the promise of democracy must be strengthened, not selectively
denied. We call on Members of Congress to recognize DC’s self-determination as an
urgent issue that requires principled action.

Firstly, respect, protect, and uphold DC’s autonomy and local control. 
Congress must stop using DC as a convenient target for political theater and
ideological attacks. DC communities are not expendable, and their local democracy is
not negotiable. DC should no longer be a backdrop for partisan posturing. DC residents
and the people they elect to represent them deserve the power to shape their own
future without interference.

Secondly, commit to actively opposing any measure that undermines DC’s self-
determination. Every Member of Congress should actively commit to oppose any bill,
rider, resolution, or maneuver that weakens DC’s home rule, interferes with DC’s local
budget, overturns DC’s laws, or otherwise chips away at DC’s local control. Do not vote
for any anti-democratic attacks on DC.

Thirdly, actively support DC statehood.
It is not enough to quietly disapprove while attacks on DC move forward. Members of
Congress should use their platforms and leadership to defend DC’s right to self-
governance and reject attempts to keep DC as an exception to the promise of
democracy. We urge Members of Congress to affirmatively support DC statehood as
the just and necessary path toward full rights and representation for DC residents. 

The promise of democracy must be lived and protected, and it must belong to every
one of us. 
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