Champions Together for DC Toolkit
For endorsing organizations and individual neighbors
nationwide

Welcome Champion,

)06

Thank you for your interest in supporting Together for CHAMPIONS
DC.

Together for DC is a growing, people-powered national solidarity movement,
rooted in DC but stretching across all 50 states, to defend DC'’s dignity, autonomy,
and right to full democratic representation through statehood. As a Champion,
you are one of thousands of neighbors and organizations who have decided that
DC's fight is your fight too.

DC is home to 700,000 people — more than the populations of Wyoming and
Vermont. DC residents pay federal taxes, serve in the military, raise families, and
sustain beautiful communities across the nation’s capital. Yet DC residents have
no voting representation in Congress and remain uniquely vulnerable to
escalating federal attacks on their locally passed laws, budget decisions, and
community-level decisions.

This is not just a DC issue. It's an issue about the promise of democracy. The
tools used to undermine DC's autonomy include congressional overrides, budget
interference, political scapegoating, and fear-mongering. These tools are a part
of a playbook that does not stop at DC’s borders. When Congress can override
the democratic will of 700,000 people without consequence, no local
community’s self-governance is truly safe.

That's why we need you. And that's why your sustained support matters. Learn
more by visiting our website at togetherfordc.org.

Three Ways to Take Action Today + Additional Resources

Being a Champion of Together for DC means putting your voice and power

behind DC’s fight. This toolkit will support you in taking three immediate actions:
%4 Action 1: Endorse Our Platform



http://togetherfordc.org

4 Action 2: Send a Letter to Congress

4 Action 3: Share Your Support on Social Media

"4 *Bonus Action* Encourage Your Loved Ones and Colleagues to Also
Become a Champion: Share this toolkit with at least 3 people in your life
and encourage them to endorse the platform!

%4 Key Facts Every Champion Should Know

Every action you take increases the visibility and power of this campaign. The more
Champions who act, the harder it becomes for Congress to ignore us.

ACTION 1: Endorse Our Platform /
Endorsing the Together for DC platform is the foundation of becoming a
Champion within our campaign.

It's an important, public signal of solidarity. When organizations and individuals
nationwide put their names behind our shared platform, it is a declaration that
the attacks on DC'’s autonomy and lack of local control are a part of broader
assaults on the promise of democracy, which affects us all. Endorsing is simple
and takes just a few minutes.

Our platform speaks to why we're uniting, what we stand for, and offers three
clear demands for Members of Congress: 1) Respect, protect, and uphold DC’s
autonomy and local control; 2) Commit to actively opposing any measure that
undermines DC'’s self-determination; 3) Actively support DC statehood.

e Read Together for DC's full platform here.
e Fill out the Together for DC platform endorsement form here.

Note: You can endorse as an individual and/or on behalf of a local, state, or
national organization.

ACTION 2: Send a Letter to Congress ' *

You elect and send your Members of Congress to the U.S. Congress to work for
and represent you. Right now, many of them are either actively leading attacks on
DC's autonomy, voting to undermine DC's autonomy, and/or remaining silent as
attacks continue to escalate. DC residents are easily ignored by your Members of


https://togetherfordc.org/1842-2/
https://form.typeform.com/to/Thbf3rYc

Congress because those Members are not accountable to them. A crucial way to
be in solidarity with DC residents is to make your voice heard with your Member
of Congress.

¢ Individual Champions: Tell your Senators and Representatives that you
support Together for DC and demand that they both protect DC autonomy,
oppose any measure that undermines DC’s self-determination, and to
support DC statehood. Send a letter to your Members of Congress here.

e Organizational Champions: Share our letter-writing campaign with your
own members and lists. If you need support with template language that
you can use, please send a note to emailtogetherfordc@gmail.com.

ACTION 3: Share Your Support on Social Media &2
Visibility is power. Sharing your support helps raise awareness and invites more
people to join the movement.

When posting, please:

e Tagus:
o Instagram — @TogetherforDC
o Twitter/X — @TogetherforDC
o Bluesky — @togetherfordc.bsky.social

e Use these hashtags: #TogetherforDC #DCStatehood #DCAutonomy

#DemocracyStartsHere
e Link to togetherfordc.org where appropriate

For Instagram
You can download graphics for Instagram here.

Sample Instagram Post 1:

Right now, Congress is making decisions about DC's laws, DC’s budget, and
DC'’s future — without DC residents having a single vote in the process.

That is not democracy. | stand with @TogetherforDC and DC'’s 700,000
residents. It's time for DC Statehood.
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mailto:emailtogetherfordc@gmail.com
http://togetherfordc.org
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Zb2qxNnjdKl47pTaOLmNo26OfiPE50hb?usp=sharing

Sample Instagram Post 2:

When attacks on democracy go unchallenged in the nation’s capital, they don't
stop there. The tactics used to undermine DC are part of a playbook already
spreading to communities across the country.

Standing up for DC’s autonomy and full rights protects the promise of
democracy nationwide.

That's why I'm a Champion Together for DC! @ TogetherforDC

Learn more at togetherfordc.org

Sample Instagram Post 3:

DC has one of the highest percentages of Black residents in the US. For over
200 years, its residents have been deliberately denied the full rights of
democracy.

DC statehood is a racial justice and civil rights issue. Stand with
@TogetherforDC. Learn more at togetherfordc.org

Sample Instagram Post 4:

The 700,000 residents of DC pay federal taxes and have the responsibilities of
other Americans, but are denied full representation in Congress. Learn more
about @TogetherforDC at togetherfordc.org

#NoTaxationWithoutRepresentation

Sample Instagram Post 5: Faith-Based

Faith calls us to stand for justice and for the dignity of every person and
community. No one should live under a “democracy” that is partial, conditional,
or easily overridden.

| stand with @TogetherforDC in the fight for DC statehood and autonomy.

The promise of democracy must be lived and protected — and it must belong to
every one of us.
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Learn more at togetherfordc.org

Sample Instagram Post 6: For endorsing organizations
[Your Organization Name] is officially a Champion of Together for DC! &

We've endorsed the @TogetherforDC platform because we believe every person
deserves full democratic rights — and DC’s 700,000 residents are no exception.

We're calling on Members of Congress to protect DC’s autonomy and support
#DCStatehood now! Join us: togetherfordc.org

Sample Instagram Post 7: For endorsing individuals
| am officially a Champion Together for DC! &

| support the @TogetherforDC platform because | believe every person
deserves full democratic rights — and DC’s 700,000 residents are no exception.

| call on Members of Congress to protect DC’s autonomy and support
#DCStatehood now! Join us: togetherfordc.org

For Twitter/X
You can download graphics for Twitter/X here.

Sample Twitter/X Post 1:

Right now, Congress is making decisions about DC's laws, DC’s budget, and
DC'’s future — without DC residents having a single vote in the process.

That is not democracy. | stand with @ TogetherforDC and DC'’s 700,000
residents. It's time for DC Statehood.

Sample Twitter/X Post 2:

When attacks on democracy go unchallenged in the nation’s capital, they don't
stop there. The tactics used to undermine DC are part of a playbook already
spreading to communities across the country.
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Learn more about @TogetherforDC at togetherfordc.org

Sample Twitter/X Post 3:

DC has one of the highest percentages of Black residents in the US. For over
200 years, its residents have been deliberately denied the full rights of
democracy.

DC statehood is a racial justice and civil rights issue. Stand with
@TogetherforDC. Learn more at togetherfordc.org

Sample Twitter/X Post 4:

The 700,000 residents of DC pay federal taxes and have the responsibilities of
other Americans, but are denied full representation in Congress. Learn more
about @TogetherforDC at togetherfordc.org

#NoTaxationWithoutRepresentation

Sample Twitter/X Post 5: Faith-Based

Faith calls us to stand for justice and for the dignity of every person and
community. No one should live under a “democracy” that is partial, conditional,
or easily overridden.

| stand with @TogetherforDC in the fight for DC statehood & autonomy.

Learn more at togetherfordc.org

Sample Twitter/X Post 6:

The promise of democracy must be lived and protected — and it must belong to
every one of us.

That includes the 700,000 DC residents who live w/o full democratic rights
afforded to residents in other states.

Learn more about the @TogetherforDC movement at togetherfordc.org.

Sample Twitter/X Post 7: For endorsing organizations

[Your Organization Name] is officially a Champion of Together for DC! &
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We've endorsed the @TogetherforDC platform because we believe every person
deserves full democratic rights — and DC’s 700,000 residents are no exception.

Join the movement; togetherfordc.org

Sample Twitter/X Post 8: For endorsing individuals
| am officially a Champion Together for DC! &

| support the @TogetherforDC platform because | believe everyone deserves
full democratic rights — & DC’s 700,000 residents are no exception.

| call on Congress to protect DC's autonomy & support #DCStatehood! Visit
togetherfordc.org

For Bluesky
You can download graphics for Bluesky here.

Sample Bluesky Post 1:

Right now, Congress is making decisions about DC's laws, DC’s budget, and
DC's future — without DC residents having a single vote in the process.

That is not democracy. | stand with @togetherfordc.bsky.social and DC's
700,000 residents. It's time for DC Statehood.

Sample Bluesky Post 2:

When attacks on democracy go unchallenged in the nation’s capital, they don't
stop there. The tactics used to undermine DC are part of a playbook already
spreading to communities across the country.

Learn more about @togetherfordc.bsky.social at togetherfordc.org

Sample Bluesky Post 3:

DC has one of the highest percentages of Black residents in the US. For over
200 years, its residents have been deliberately denied the full rights of
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democracy.

DC statehood is a racial justice and civil rights issue. Stand with
@togetherfordc.bsky.social. Learn more at togetherfordc.org

Sample Bluesky Post 4:

The 700,000 residents of DC pay federal taxes and have the responsibilities of
other Americans, but are denied full representation in Congress. Learn more
about @togetherfordc.bsky.social at togetherfordc.org

#NoTaxationWithoutRepresentation

Sample Bluesky Post 5: Faith-Based

Faith calls us to stand for justice and for the dignity of every person and
community. No one should live under a “democracy” that is partial, conditional,
or easily overridden.

| stand with @togetherfordc.bsky.social in the fight for DC statehood &
autonomy.

Learn more at togetherfordc.org

Sample Bluesky Post 6:

The promise of democracy must be lived and protected — and it must belong to
every one of us.

That includes the 700,000 DC residents who live w/o full democratic rights
afforded to residents in other states.

Learn more about the @togetherfordc.bsky.social movement at
togetherfordc.org.

Sample Bluesky Post 7: For endorsing organizations
[Your Organization Name] is officially a Champion Together for DC! &

We've endorsed the @togetherfordc.bsky.social platform because we believe
every person deserves full democratic rights — and DC’s 700,000 residents are
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no exception.

Join the movement: togetherfordc.org

Sample Bluesky Post 8: For endorsing individuals
| am officially a Champion Together for DC! &

| support the @togetherfordc.bsky.social platform because | believe everyone
deserves full democratic rights — & DC’s 700,000 residents are no exception.

| call on Congress to protect DC's autonomy & support #DCStatehood! Visit
togetherfordc.org

Key Facts Every Champion Should Know

On DC's Disenfranchisement

DC’s 700,000 residents have no voting representation in the US Congress.
DC has more residents than Wyoming and Vermont, and a comparable
population to Alaska, North Dakota, South Dakota, and other states with
full congressional representation.

DC residents have paid federal income taxes since 1913, despite lacking
voting representation in the body that sets the tax rate.

DC residents serve in the US military and have died in every major
American war, without the representation that other service members’
communities have.

DC has one of the highest percentages of Black residents in the US. The
historic and ongoing denial of full democratic rights to DC residents has
disproportionately affected Black Washingtonians.

DC’s disenfranchisement is part of a broader historical pattern of
structuring the promise of American democracy in ways that exclude Black
and other marginalized communities from full participation.

DC residents themselves have long made clear their desire for local control
and statehood, with many organizations building and maintaining that
support. In fact, in 2016, 86 percent of DC residents voted in favor of DC
Statehood by referendum. In 2020 and again in 2021, the House of
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Representatives passed a bill, advanced by local advocates, to make DC a
state.

What is home rule?

e The DC Home Rule Act of 1973 gave DC a locally elected Mayor and DC
Council. However, Congress has ultimate authority over DC's laws and
budget.

e Under home rule, Congress has a mandatory review period over nearly
every law by the DC Council. During this period, Congress can nullify laws
passed by the DC Council.

e Congress can and has attached “riders” to federal spending bills that block
DC from using its own locally raised tax dollars for policies its residents
support.

e Congress has used these powers to interfere with DC'’s criminal justice
laws, drug policies, reproductive health policies, overdose prevention
programs, and more — often for purely political reasons.

How does this impact neighbors nationwide?

e The tactics used to undermine DC represent a broader playbook for
hollowing out local democracy that does not stop at DC’s borders. They are
normalized and practiced in DC and have already found their way into
communities across the country as we face escalating attacks on
democracy.

e When Congress can override the democratic decisions of 700,000 people
without accountability, it normalizes the idea that self-governance is
conditional and revocable, setting a precedent that affects communities
everywhere.

e Together for DC exists to build the understanding that when democracy is
undermined in the nation’s capital, it is undermined everywhere.

DC Statehood is the solution!
e HR 51 /S 51 are bills in Congress that would admit DC as the 51st state of
the US.
e DC statehood would give DC residents two US Senators and full voting
representation in the US House.
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e DC statehood would give DC the same authority over its local laws and
budget as every other state.

e This bill has passed the US House of Representatives twice in recent years
(2020 & 2021), and has had maijority support in public polling. DC
Statehood is possible with people power driving this demand nationwide.

You can learn more by checking out resources from our partners:
e Statehood Resources (League of Women Voters DC)
e Fact Sheets and Polling (DC Vote)
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https://lwvdc.org/statehood
https://www.dcvote.org/resources_categories/fact-sheets-and-polling/

